OTbt-F h A 39//6:A 0048/2 


US DEPARTMEN T OF LABOR Summary Data FirstClass Mal 
2 Massachusetts Avs.. NE. RM 2850 from the Consumer Price Us. Ospeomemetianer 
Washington, Permit No. G-738 
ss index News Release 


A005-06431¥ me a 


| __ For change of address, please include old mailing label and write to: 1&C Address Change, Room 2860 PSB, BLS, Washington, DC 20212 


Table 1. Comsumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) and Consumer Price Index for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-#): 0.s. 
city average. by expenditure category and commodity and service growp (1982-84<-100, unless otherwise noted) 
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Table 2. Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers (CPI-U) and Consumer Price Index tor Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-#). Selected 
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The Consumer Price index (CP!) is a measure of the average 
Change in prices over time in a market basket of goods and services. 
Two CPis are published: 1) The CPI for All Urban Consumers (CPI- 
U), which covers about 87 percent of the total population, and 2) 
the CPI for Urban Wage Earners and Clerical Workers (CPI-W), 
which covers 32 percent of the total population. The CPI is based 
on prices of food, clothing, shelter, transportation, medical care, 
and other goods and services that people buy for day-to-day living. 
in calculating the index, price changes for the various items in 87 
locations are averaged together with weights that represent their 
importance in the spending of the appropriate population group. 
indexes for different months are usually compared in relative terms. 
Thus, an index of 133.5 is 1.063 times higher than an index of 
125.6 (133.5/125.6=1.063); in other words, prices increased 6.3 
percent. The CP! is used as an indicator of inflation, a deflator of 


other economic series, and an escalator for income payments. 
More detail. This news release from ihe Bureav of Labor Statistics 
of the U.S. Department of Labor provioss summary data from 
the Consumer Price index. The full reiease is available electronically 
on the Internet at http://www.bis.gov/cpi/ at release time. if 
you have any questions about the CPI, please write to the Sureau 
of Labor Statistics, Division of Consumer Prices and Price indexes, 
Room 3615 PSB, Washington OC 20212, or call (202) 691-7000. 
Full detail is available in the monthly periodical CP! Detailed Report 
for $45 per year from New Orders, Government Printing Office, 
P.O. Box 371954, Pittsburgh, PA 15250-7954. This information 
will be made available to sensory impaired individuais upon 
request. Voice phone: (202) 691-5200; Federal Relay Service, 1- 
800-877-8339. For a recorded message of summary CP! data, 
call (202) 691-5200. 
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CPI For All Urban Consumers (CPI-U)-Analysis 


On a seasonally adjusted basis, the CPI-U creased 0.2 percem im February, large increase im the index for frusts and vegetables. Excluding food and 
the same as in January. The energy index, which advanced 0.9 percent in energy. the CPI-U rose 0.3 percent in February after increasing 0.2 percent in 
January, declined 0 8 percent nm February The mndex for petroleum-based January. An upturn im the mndex for apparel, coupled with larger Increases in 
energy decreased 0.1 percent, and the index for energy services fell 1.3 the indexes for shelter and for tobacco and smoking products, accounted 
percent. The food mndex rose 0.2 percent in February, reflecting another the larger advance in February. , 


NEXT CPI RELEASE: MARCH DATA ON APRIL 16, 2002 8:30AM (EDT); TRY OUR CPI QUICKLINE: 202-691-6994 


IMPORTANT NOTE: BLS Has Updated the Expenditure Weights Used in the CPI 


Effective with the release of data for January 2002, a new set of expenditure weights, using 1999-2000 Consumer Expenditure Survey data, replaced 
the 1993-95 weights formerly used in the CPI. In addition, BLS intends to update the expenditure weights used in the CPI every two years. For 
example, the index for January 2004 will use 2001-2002 expenditure weights, and so on. Historically, expenditure weights used in the CPI were 
updated approximately every ten years. 
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